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I do not think that Japanese children should study English. They have to learn Japanese
first. If they study English at an early age, they will never learn Japanese well. Students
have a lot of kanji to learn, and they need to focus on writing their own language. Since
Japanese is their mother tongue, they should not learn a second language until they have
moved out of their mother’s home. Very few students in my high school liked English. So
only people who are interested in English for travel, fun, or their future employment should
study it. For most students, studying English is a waste of time. (107 3&
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I think it is important for Japanese to learn a second language from an early age, and
elementary schools offer a good environment for such instruction. Moreover, since English
occupies an important role in world affairs and within Japan, it is understandable (though
not necessary) that English be the language they study. It is also known that studying a
second language is an excellent way to become aware of one’s so-called native language. |
have friends who are bicultural through the influence of parents who were educated in
different parts of the world, and my friends have benefitted from being exposed to different
languages. (104 &%



