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(1) One is interested in learning to cook. The other is interested in learning to cook and in
meeting women. (15 £%)

(2) They learn to make many kinds of food. (10 s%)
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I do not believe this situation should be changed because Japanese men and women
play different roles. In my own family, my father works from early in the morning till early
evening, and my mother does all the housework. She makes meals and cleans every room.
My father does not know how to do housework, but my mother cannot do office work.
They have different talents. They help each other. Since this tradition of separate roles
helped to build a strong postwar Japan, the government should support families with tax
benefits. Couples should be free to change this situation if they wish, but the traditions
should be supported for the majority. (111 &
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My view is that this situation should be changed to reflect Japan’s changing society.
An increasing number of women work outside the home. My mother has held a full-time
job since I was young, and I have always witnessed my parents sharing household chores.
However, rigid ideas about gender roles have kept many men from helping out. Equal
employment opportunity laws and paternity leave laws have not changed the conservative
mentality. My friend’s father only watches TV and drinks beer in the evenings. The way to
change this situation is to change attitudes. Public TV and advertisements should show
balanced roles for men and women. (105 §&



