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BEHA
Inequality, fairness and children

Questions of fairness and social justice have a special resonance when inequalities
among children, rather than adults, are the focus of attention.

Social inequalities among adults may be justifiable if they have arisen through fair
competition and under conditions of equality of opportunity. But when it comes to
children, the social and economic circumstances they face are beyond their control,
and so differences in merit cannot reasonably be advanced as justification for
inequalities among them.

In addition, few dispute that childhood experiences have a profound effect not only
on children’s current lives, but also on their future opportunities and prospects.
Likewise, social and economic disadvantages in early life increase the risk of having
lower earnings, lower standards of health and lower skills in adulthood. This in turn
can perpetuate disadvantage across generations. None of this is the fault of the child.

(UNICEF Office of Research-Innocenti, Fi#&3, p.2)
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